WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A method for managing an electronic record in a districted computing 

ent, comprising the steps of: 
crb^ting an electronic tag that uniquely identifies an/lectronic record; 
storinsMhe electronic tag; and 
distributimKthe electronic record. 



hod of claim 1 , further comprising the step of purging the electronic 
record comprising the steps of deleting the electron^ record and selectively deleting the 




3. The method of claim 1, wherein the storing step further comprises the step of 
storing the electronic record. 



The method of claim 1 , wherein me distributing step further comprises the step 

/ / 

of selectively determining whether the recipient may purge the electronic record. 



The method of claim 1, wherein the distributed computing environment 
comprises computers having a registry and a user profile, wherein the creating step 
comprises the steps of: 

analyzing a networlyiser's ^Workstation specifications; 
analyzing a network user'smser profile; and 

generating a reference code, wherein the electronic tag is generated from 
information analyzed inthe net^Crk user's workstation specification, the network user's 
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6. The method of claim ly<vherein the creating step further comprises the steps of: 
reading stored electronic tags; and / 
generating an elect^nic tag in response to accessing an^electronic record. 



// 



7. The method of claim 5, wherein the generating step further comprises the steps 

of reading the electronic record. . / 

/' 

/■ 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the reference code comprises a classification 
code and an index code. f 

f 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the/classification code is selected from a group 

/ 

comprising business email, personal email, intramail, bulletin board, minutemail, and 
purgemail. t 



10. The method of claim 8/wherein the index code identifies the contents of an 

, / 

electronic record and the sender ,or recipient of the electronic record. 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the electronic record is an email message. 

12. The method of claim 1, whereip/the distributing step comprises the steps of: 
reading the electronic tag; and 

generating a new electronictag based on the electronic tag, wherein the 
generating step comprises the steps of reading a network user's workstation 
specifications, reading a network user's user profile, and generating a reference code. 
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\\ An apparatus for managing electronic records on a in a distributed 
computing eiwironment, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system comprising at least one processor and at least one memory, 
the computer systemsbeing adapted and arranged for: 

creating an elecWiic tag that uniquely identifies an electronic record; 

storing the electronibstag; and 

distributing the electron^ record. 



14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the computer system is further 
adapted and arranged for purging the electronic recordAvherein the computer system 
deletes the electronic record and selectively deletes/me electronic tag. 




15. The method of claim 13, wherein the computer system is further adapted 
and arranged for selectively determining whether the recipient may purge the electronic 
record. 



16. The method of claim /l3, wherein the distributing computing 
environment comprises computer/having a registry and a user profile, wherein the 
computer system is configured md arranged for: 

analyzing a network user's workstation specifications; 

analyzing a networic user's user profile; and 

generating a reference code, wherein the electronic tag is generated from 
information analyzed/in the network user's workstation specification, the network user's 
user profile, and the reference code. 
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& ^\ ^ °f manu f acture f° r managing electronic recordsin a 

distributedVomputing environment, the article of manufacture compri^hig a computer- 
readable storage medium having a computer program embodied the rein that causes the 
computer netwomH^perform the steps of: j 

creating an elebfronic tag that uniquely identifies an electronic record; 

storing the electrohic tag; and 



distributing the electronic record. 



18. The artide of claim 17, further comprising the step of purging the 

/ 




X electronic record conrorising the steps of deleting^the electronic record and selectively 
deleting the electronic tag. 
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19. The article of claim 17, wherein the storing step further comprises the 
step of storing the electronic record. 



20. 




The article of claim^l 7 wherein tfie distributing step further comprises 
the step of selectively determining whether thp recipient may purge the electronic 
record. 




2 1 . The article^o'f claim 1 7^/wherein the distributed computing environment 
comprises computers having a registry and a user profile, wherein the creating step 



comprises the steps of: 

analyzing a network user's workstation specifications; 
analyzing a network user's user profile; and 

generating a reference code, wherein the electronic tag is generated from 
information an^yzed in tfie network user's workstation specification, the network user's 
user profile, .^nd the reference code. 
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The method of claim 17, whereinythe creating step further comprises the steps 
reading stored electronic tags; and 

generating an electronic tag in response to accessing an electronic record. 
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